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K LETTER to the Rev. Dr. 7 


Relative to the preceding TRACT. 


Ay good Doftor, 


OU inform me in your's of yeſterday, ec that 12 


heard, that 1 have not Pro ved my point,” 


I pay the oreateſt deference to wh at the DoQor Tine: 


he is too equitable a judge, to expect me to ſubſcribe with 
equal ſubmiſſion to all he hears: but as I have no end 
in what l write but truth, we will examine, iſ you plcaſe, 
upon what g round this hear- ſay lands, and how jar my 
argument is affected by it. 
The point [ undertook to prove, was this: That the 
election of ALIENS IN 10 E TON- COLL: GE, is an 7(77907'> 
rantable practice. The method in in Which 1 proceeded 1 0 
clear this point was, to ſhew,. iſt, That it had 10 Wär- 
rant from the ſtatute: and, 2diy, 1 That it had no war- 
rant from Abp. Laud's determination. 
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The firſt of theſe points, 'tis true, I did not formally 
prove; nor was I ſollicitous to do fo, as I took it for 
PROVED UPON THE ARCHBISHOP S CONCESSION. But I 
pointed out two principles, from which, I thought, an 
irrefragrable proof might be drawn: 1ſt, from the literal 
interpretation of the ſtatute; 2dly, from the intention of 


the founder, in the foundation of his two colleges. I 


will now draw it out in form, though I did not think it 
neceſſary at firſt. 


The words of the ſtatute are theſe: © Quorits LOCUM 
ALICUJus, de dicto numero (ſociorum ſcilicet) vacars 


contigerit, præpoſitus & ſocii nominabunt & ELIGENT 


ALIUM DE sociis COLLEGII NOSTRI REGALIS CAN TA- 
BRIGIZA:” i. e. word for word, in Engliſh thus: © Every 
TIME THAT THE PLACE OF ANY ONE OF THE NUMBER 
SHALL BE VACANT, the Provoſt and Fellows ſhall nomi- 
nate and ELECT ANOTHER OF THE FELLOWS OF OUR KiNG's 
CoLlLEGE, CAMBRIDGE. 
Proof I. If the ſtatute does literally require, That 
a Fellow of King's ſhall be choſen into every vacant 
place in Eton College, whenever any one of the number 
becomes vacant, it cannot warrant the claim of an alien 
to be choſen at any time into any vacancy there, But 
the ſtatute does literally require, &c. 
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Ergo, The ſtatute cannot warrant the claim of an 
alien, at any time, on any vacancy. 

I ſaid farther, that another proof might be drawn from 
the intention of the founder, in his two foundations; and 
I ſay fo ſtill: and I will do that too for you. 

Proof II. Whatever is moſt likely to anſwer the in- 
tention of the founder, in his two foundations, is moſt 
probably the true meaning of his ſtatute. 

But the clear preference of the Fellows of King's, to 
the fellowſhips of Eton, is moſt likely to promote the 
intention of the founder, in the inſtitution of the fifter 
colleges. 

Ergo, The preference of King's College men, is the 
moſt probable meaning of the ſtatute. 

Syll. II. The confefled intention of the founder was 
to keep up, at all times, an inſeparable connexion, and 


cordial union, between his two colleges, for their mutual 
credit and convenience. 


But the preference of King's College fellows, to the 
fellowſhips of Eton, is, at all times, a more likely me- 
thod to kcep up that harmony, than the calling in ſtran- 
gers to defeat their expeQations. | 

Ergo, The preference of King's College fellows, at 
all times, is moſt probably the intention of the founder. 
B 2 This 
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This is not pleaſant ground to tread upon: but, as I 
am forced upon it, I will give the aliens one thiſtle 
more to mumble, before I quit it. 

Firſt then I premiſe, That every elector of Eton col- 
lege is obliged by oath, on every vacancy, “ Tribuere 
« & impendere fidele conſilium & auxilium in ſociis 
„ eligendis, omni favore poſtpoſito, ut de perſonis, Aris 
& JUXTA FORMAM STATUTORUM, provideatur eidem,” 
1. e. in all elections of fellows, to give his beſt advice, 
and exert his utmoſt eftorts, without any- partial in- 
fluence, to provide proper perſons, according to the 
preſcription and arrangement of the ſtatute, which has 
been thewn to be, in order of precedence, thus 

1. Fellows of King's, 

2. Thoſe who have been ſo, 

2. Conducts of Eton, 

4. Thoſe who formerly have been, 

c. And laſt (not of choice, but neceſſity) ure pe- 
regrinum, we are reduced to an alien. 

On theſe premiſes, I venture to raiſe another proof. 

Proof III. Whatever elector does not give his beſt 
advice, and exert the beſt endeavours he is maſter of, 
to provide a fellow on any vacancy, according to the 
arrangement preſcribed by the ſtatute, deſerts the obli- 
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WM 
cation of the oath by which. he has ſolemnly bound 
himſelf to act in every vacancy that ſhall happen— 

But when any clector, in any inſtance, ſhall con- 
cur in adviſing or aſhſting any perſon in the fifth and 
laſt claſs, . e. an alien, before, or in oppolition to, any 
proper perſon in any of the ſuperior and precedent 
claſſes, 7. e. a fellow of King's, or one who has been; 
a conduct of Eton, or one who has been; to obtain a 
vacant fellowſhip, he (the ſaid elector) does not preſerve 
the order preſcribed by the ſtatute. 

Ergo, Every ſuch elector does viſibly deſert the ob- 
ligation of the oath, by which he has bound himſelf, 
in all vacancies, to direct his conduct by that preſcrip- 
tion.— 

The elector may admire, and, if he pleaſes, adore 


the perfections of his alien candidate. He may re- 


gret, as much as he pleaſes, his incapacity of provid- 
ing for him; but he muſt conſole himſelf, as the great 
critic did for the excluhon of other things as curious 
and as improperly placed, 


Sed NON Hie erat BIS LOCUS. 
Thus have I, my friend, with a weak hand, but 
with an unremitting heart, attempted to ſpring a light 
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upon the machinations of thoſe who had formed a de- 
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fign upon our Houſe ; if the family will not take the 
alarm, the gang may eaſily overpower me, and eſcape 
in the dark. But no friend to the Houſe will blame 
me for my good intention! I will not ſay, as it has 
been inſinuated, that we are in perils amongſt falſe 
brethren; I cannot yet, without the laſt regret, enter- 

_ tain. ſuch a ſuſpicion. 

If, in the event, it ſhould turn out ſo—I can only 
ſay, © Unfortunate Henry! thy foundations are not 
more like thee in doing good, than in ſuffering evil! 
How are thy benevolent intentions ſtrangely perverted 
by thoſe perſons, whom thou thyſelf haſt nurſed ' Un- 


grateful ſons | who ſpurn at the injunctions of that in- 


dulgent father] Unnatural brethren! to deſert the inter- 
eſts of thoſe, who pretend no other claim than that 
by which you inherit ! Put yourſelves back a few years 
only, and the cauſe, which is now theirs, will be then 
your own! Theſe are the words that would come from 
your lips.—'T heſe are the arguments that would then 
be urged by yourſelves. 

Not only unnatural, you would ſay, but impious, 
to betray the moſt ſolemn truſt, to break through the 
moſt ſacred obligations | to add perfidy and perjury to 
ingratitude and injuſtice! 
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Where ſhall we ſeek for guardians and protectors for 
the orphan, if the PROESSORS oF RELIGION cannot be 
bound by its ſtrongeſt ties! 

Nothing leſs than irreſiſtible evidence ſhall extort 
from me a conviction that this can ever be. It 
hurts me even to ſuppoſe, that there may be a man fo 
callous to all ſenſe of duty to project, that there ſhould 
be a body of men ſo looſe to every principle of honour 
to execute, a ſcheme of ſuch complicated guilt—-a 
guilt, which can only be followed with an iNErrECTUAL | 
REMORSE, without the bare yoss1BILITY of RESTITUTION, | 


J am, my dear Sir, 


May 12, 1971. Your Friend and Servant, 


SEBORCUS BASILICUS. 
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